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Scarborough Fair Variations
(Traditional English)

Original arrangement for solo guitar by Peter Altmeier-Mort

Performance Notes

This version of the well known Scarborough Fair melody comprises of four distinct sections,

Delicato, Fermato, Con brio, and Declamando. The broad musical intention of the arrangement is to treat the theme
with a dance-like feel in most of these variations, and each must move seamlessly onto the next to strictly maintain the
indicated tempo of quarter-note = 120 throughout.

The optional use of a capo at the 2™ fret is presented for two reasons; the left-hand stretches in the campanella figures may
be more manageable for some students in this position; the raised pitch of the guitar most definitely contributes a cantabile
dimension to the music.

Delicato (delicately)
* Slightly ‘lean’ on beat 2 of each bar. This emphasis helps the rhythmic feel, and defines the root to 5* movement
which functions like a drone under the melody;
* The 4% string note E is a key left-hand pivot finger in this section. Keep it held down with the 2™ finger up to bar
10, then with the 1 finger up to bar 17.

Fermato (firmly, resolutely)
* Bars 28 and 29, the slight dissonance here within this succession of upper intervals is intentional. Fret the notes
cleanly and allow all to fully sound against each other;
* The right-hand should ‘roll’ or arpeggiate the strings of any 3 note chord occurring on beat 1 of the bar.

Con brio (with vigour)
* Here the dance is in full flight, with a melodic variation only faintly reminiscent of the original;
* Hold down left-hand 2™ finger as pivot on 4® string E - from bar 43 to 47;
* Hold down left-hand 1* finger as pivot on 3" string A - from bar 47 to 53.

Declamando (in a declamatory style)

* Follow the right-hand fingerings shown for articulating these 3 note chords. Most use ‘p, i and m’ to get the
power and clarity needed for this section.

* Practice the chord shifts inside bars 66 to 69 to achieve the smooth connection needed for this phrase — and
similarly for bars 70 to 73.

¢ In the Coda, be sure to hold down all the fretted notes from bar 85 (like a chord formation), until bar 91 where
these notes change.
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Scarborough Fair Variations

Traditional English

Arranged for Guitar by
Peter Altmeier-Mort
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Declamando
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS BY THE AUTHOR

1. The Art of Classical Guitar Volumes 1, 2 & 3

2.  QGuitar for Kidz Volume I

Beginners classroom method with CD

3. Guitar For Kidz Volume II
Easy Two-part Solos

4.  Guitar For Kidz Volume III
Ensembles For Guitar with CD (beginners level)

5. QGuitar For Kidz Volume IV

More Ensembles For Guitar (intermediate level)

6. Guitar Chords For Kidz
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